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We got the warning in 75, we got the word in 76,
High Range, the Burdekin, Katherine, High Range
again, the Parade ground, then, of all places, Shoalwater
Bay! What a year.

Happy Swinger started as a short Battalion deploy-
ment, and wrote off half the Battalions boots (not to be
confused with boats which went later). We had A Com-
pany here, B Company there and C Company ? (cer-
tainly not here or there). The worst part was the walk
in the dark in the middle, and the best part was the
walk in the moonlight at the end.

Then we went to the Burdekin River for Survival
training and somehow everyone survived. Brews still
containing magpies feet and some attempts at eating
tortoise were lowlights, while some of the bird snares
could be called highlights. All companies parti
in what was certainly a different form of training.

And then came the reason why we went on sur-
vival : we went to Katherine.

Exercise Big Country was our big field activity for
the i'(can From the rocks of Mataranka to the Cliffs of
the Katherine Gorge, it was a hectic six weeks. Despite
the relatively long time away in these peaceful years,
perhaps there were some who were sorry to leave
KATH-ERR-IINE.

No sooner had we done our dash in the Top End
when we lost our independence and went once again
to High Range with the rest of the Task Force. On
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Dauntless Defender we walked, ran, climbed, fell over,
slept sometimes, and broke ribs, cut hands, broke en-
trenching tools, and the ticks had a feast. We saw
aerobatics and minefields and we ate TV dinners. We
certainly earned our pay that time at High Range.

Our big day was 17th September. After six weeks
of intense preparation and, admittedly, some moments
of panic, we proudly paraded to receive new Colours
for the 2nd Battalion. The plaudits were loud after our
parade, some headaches were bad after our Ball. But
without doubt that day was the 2nd/4th’s best.

And then we went to Shoalwater Bay. We drove,
we flew, and we walked, and then we got there. We
walked, we dug, we stopped, we slept and we went
home. We all want to know who breeds the sandflies
at “SB”. He must make a fortune. But Kangaroo Two
exposed us to Americans, Singaporeans, Canadians,
New Zealanders, the RAAF, and the RAN (and the
Divisional Headquarters), as well as the sandflies.

We drove, flew, and “trained™ home from Kangaroo
Two and then we went on leave. One wonders, has
twelve months just gone by ?




HI(;HI IGHTS of the year :—

APC Training—taken for a ride.
: High Ras pleasant strolls back
3. Happy Swinger—digging in under water.
4. Orienteering at Mt. Elliott—what a picnic.
S. Survival Training—Watching and waiting for
weight to waist from waists.
6. g Country—Frivolous fighters,

Dining In nights
Navex—that foreign tribe.
grey haired Sam.
Watermanship—sailing’
tree boats,
at last a use for Candy Creamy
fudge.
Little Country—Big Effort
7. Dauntless Defender—"Doubtless . . .2"
8. Roping—"A" on the rocks
9. Colours—well done 2/4 RAR.
0. No work—No pay.
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1. High Range—L.ive firing.

12. Kangaroo I1—things are hopping.
visitors,

13.  Stubbsie—Fun overseas (R.R.).

14.  Butch—Bush fever.

15. Jane M—sinking with the ship.
16. Symo—master gunner.

17.  Synn—Hit man—want a contr;
18. Fancy N—"Uniforms, what for
19. Fittler—golden gloves.

. Col—the new look pullover.
21. Murph—the ring of confidence.

22. Geiger—exit stage left.
23. Fielding and Carr--indoor sports.
24. Nige (Boorie)—true to colour.
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25. R.G.T.—Happiness is.
R.J.—Happiness ain't.
Thommo—the Mt. EHiott fiver rat.
28. Boney—creeping Moses.
Pinzone—karate kid.
Twidale—bullets galore.

PART OF THE COMPANY STORES.

i Elateon

The year 1976 started with a real sense of fore-
boding with all the bush work the CO promised us in
1975.

February provided a brief 26 mile route march to
Ravenswood and the local delights for those who could
hack it. Commanders at all levels found it hard to
retire for the night, particularly as a result of the
local hospitality. Fanta orange drink cans were noted
along the route from Mingela and the cry 1 can't
hack it was heard more than once,

“Happy Swinger™ was the first real exercise. All
soldiers passed their battle efliciency swimming tests
with fly colours. NUFFSAID.

The departure of Sgt “J.B." Bryce occurred soon
after this exercise. For all members of the platoon it
was a sad occasion, as he had been with us for eighteen
months. He left in a blaze of glory, as the Newmarket
and Royal Oak Hotels and the Mandarin Club will
testify. Also the platoon commander’s neck was glad
to see him go as the old Sarge had a pretty good
repertoire of wrestling holds.

The weeks seemed to drain a
arrived to replace t Bryce
“Cockroach”, “Symo™,

“Pinky

hommo”,
. elc., gave,




as always, immaculate performances under the leader-
ship of Jock Yule in the many taverns in the town,
acquitting themselves well on all occasions.

However, all the pressure centred on “Big Country”.

From all the ranks in the platoon, this exercise was
genuinely worthwhile, We all learnt how to navigate
and sweat on the navex and every mdmdlul pahnps
for the first time, learnt what it is to work

All_members voted watermanship the bm p.n of
“Big Count rticular “Smailse;
to swim the hard way. The two phloon boau per-
formed creditably although on occasions our efforts to
E:ddle amongst large  overhangs mangrove

anches were quite funny.
Cch the v i gk of “Big Country” were
e, we realised that half the year had slipped by with-

onl any trouble ats all. Townsville never appeared so

reat on return. Soon the Newmarket, Roy-l Oak and
Mnndmn Club were back up to full quota.

Militarily, the olly other notable event w.s Dmlh
less. Dlus THANK YOU , , , “NUFF

it plnlocm T it pmved
that ﬁghlmg in “high places of eating” was not good
for the health, although three other members of Towns-
ville society accepted the prone position very easily.
The platoon has remained fairly stable this year,
Mac went on three months L.W.O.P. back to the farm,
Douglas and Bert remained their quiet selves. The
drinking and eveling fraternily guided by Blue Bowiell
and coached and handled by Jock Yule kept all spirits

up with all tales and true.

To wind off, a pretty good year, 1 Pl of A Coy
Jooked forward 1o.a friftful Skippy 1. There was no
fruit and not much else either, so let's have a Happy
Christmas instead.

2 PLATOON

2 Platoon had an enjoyable year overall.

he year started off with a new platoon commander,
2Lt Ray Smith. Things went well for the first couple
of months.

In March, 2Lt Smith was re-posted to Sydney and
replaced by 2Lt Mark Gallagher, just in time to go
on Survival Traini t St Paul’s Station near Charters
Towers, an enjoyable time was had by all.

The high point of the year was exercise “Big Coun-
try”. Highlights of this exercise were :

memorable nights in Town.
PHO outwalking everyone on |hc navex.

nd the water fights on the river

F()ll(;w|n5 this there was exercise Dlunlless De-
fender”. Very little need\ to said about this as
all f:ehngs were the sa

t present, the pllloon is preparing for “Kangaroo
11" and then leave. A .

Notable events of the year were :

Set Col Ross—taking a holiday but claiming he
is on an Education Course.
Anon—wls bitten by a snake and didn't know

Pic Twidale—the fastet batman around.
Ple Fielding—falling in love.

Ple Hogbm—hlhng out of love.
The boss—walking home from Katherine.

A CRITICAL LOOK AT THREE PLATOON BY
ITS PLATOON COMMANDI

It is always advisable for a person o sometimes
ave a good look at themselves. This also applies to
a platoon. Take 3 platoon for example. 3 Pl is not
really a bad platoon but we have a number of

that are painfuly obvious. These problems stem dnectly
from the members of the platoon. In the following
pmg:’phs 1. the platoon commander, will show you
some of the problems I have.

"WAT'S SO PURNYT™

My platoon sergeant for example. In what other
platoon does the platoon commander have to race his
sergeant to the enemy position during an assault. 1
don't really mind this but it is a bit upsetting when
Sgt Mansfield beats me to the top of the hill, especially
when there are PR camera crews up there. My sergeant
is not really bad when you consider my corporals.

Cpl R. G. T. Smith, after seven days in the bush,
begins to swear a lot and when -ngry, lu\dx o ‘:‘ds:!uy

things . . . like trees, rocks, and platoon
Cpl Torney, on the other hand, is tl pposiu He
adopts a very file and is exuemely difficult to

find when I am lool m, lor someone for a patrol.
L‘TR J. Smith, ar section commander, ;eu
his kicks out of ﬁrdmg 'ways of intisidating his platoor
commander. dropping an M203 round in ot
of him wllh lbe lmzlmon of wounding him, which he
did most
Lepl “Blne Lmlu only pmbl:m is that he can’t

handle Townsville's weather. 1 do believe he finds it
v:ry cold hue. ,nsl watching the wny be walks mmnd
think he is getting acclimatised, if only

weun uop him sij ppmlnnu-mumewme.
Sutton has a personal problem. He is con-
snnuymm.unpfmwmkwuhouahnup ven.
rest of the platoon that
peophmp.ldlhunqmuwml,
lsullwelhemgwmghlmf 1y looks. He tells me
he is having trouble with his knée, but one never knows.



Lepl Fikerle's problem is that he wants to assault
enemy positions in open file. Now I believe section com-
manders should be given freedom, but it is a bit odd
when the rest of the platoon is in assault formation and
the right :urw?‘red section is in open fle

Now for the diggers generally. They are a pretty
switched on lot. They tolerate the power group very
well, secing that everyone knows that those who hold
rank have the most faults. But in what other platoon
does one of the forward scouts wear cotton wool in his
ears because he does not like the noise of blanks.
God help me. Pte Harvey. In what other platoon does
one of the forward scouts hate spiders to such a
d:'grce that he carries out the basic IA, that is Mag
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spider web. i dnn 't feel that Pte Hilder can really help
it but he must learn not to throw away his rifle while
doing it.

If you think my scouts are bad, you should see my
machine gunners. Now, | won't go into details, but
those who know diggers like Thompson, our liaison
officer with the blacks; Pinzone who gives me strange
looks when he draws his bayonet: and Wardle who
spends his spare time fighting znd going to hospital (in
that order). will know what I aj about.

The platoon HQ has the mn\l problems, mainly
Price and Panton. not that there is anything very wrong.
with their sig work but they do have a number of bad
habits such as sleeping on picquet and pushing the K
phone over near my hoochie at night.

Of course, we have the platoon Romeo and | dread
the day Pte Bettiens comes up to me and say: “Sir,
1 have a personal problem”.

When | received my IETs I really started asking
questions about who hates me. Diggers like Symons,
who did it then told everybody b0tk it; Whittingham
who believes roping is a good sport for the mentally
retarded: and Wozniak whoni™i'm having difficulty in
preventing from hanging around primary schools with
bags full of lollies, are obviously part of a plot to in-
timidate me.

On the other side of the spectrum | have the trained
riflemen. What can a platoon commander do when
one of his diggers thinks it is good public relations to
aiter the looks of some civilians by changing their
profile rather abruptly. 1 can in a way forgive Ple
McAuliffe for this, being the understanding person that
1 am. but I'm not really confident that | can speak for
his long haired mates.

One person in the platoon who really worries me is
Pu Nager. Pte Nager is just happy. that really worries

Pl: Packham is just as bad but he really burns me

up when he turns up for work in riding boots.

Pte Byrne is in a group of his own He has this
bad habit of making me believe that he is lying to me
when in fact he is telling the truth. This really annoys
me, especially when | try and catch him out.

Finally I' have Pte’ Curr, who has the habit of
spending ‘more time in making excusss for what he
didn't do than doing what he should be doing

For all their problems and faults, 3 PI is z vod
platoon. I confess that when I sec the mmg
Growsd Tiget » funay fecling i Wy stomach. and
not sure whether I am proud or feel like throwing uy

2Lt N. S. MORRIS. &

With a little help

from our friends

WE REALLY GOT BY ...

The year's success would not have been possible
without the assistance of the other units of the Task
Force.

108 BATTERY 4 FD REGT RAA—Accompanied
us on every exercise, the survival training, and even
played a part in the presentation of the new 2 RAR
Colours Parade. All gunners are born equal; but these
gunners must have been born more than equal.

103 SIG SQN—With us on all the exercises, includ-
ing a mammulh cllnrl on “Big Country”. Thanks to
you all .

3FD FN( REGT—Our thanks to the Fnynacr\
as they assisted on “Big Country”, “Dauntless
Defender, Kangaroo 11" and some company training.

B SQN 3 CAV REGT—Not just a taxi servi
but a great friend to everyone who normally travels hy
GP Transport

9 TPT COY (INC 29
hither. thither and wr\

P PL)—They drove us
! even though we all didn't

Fis"Special thanks 10 th tramspwik aiet suppty decaci!
ments who went to Katherine with us.

121 SUP COY—Suflice to say that without them,
and their ability to quickly adjust to our occasional
change of plan, we would have been in bother (par-
ticu my a1 range shoots)

DEFENCE PLATOON HQ 3TF-2Lt Tom Moy-
lan’s band has been with us on just about everything
we have done. and their presence has been invaluable.

Our thanks also goes to 4 Camp Hospital, 16
Dental Unit, and 3 Fd Eng Regt Wkaps for their con-
stant support throughout the ye:

Last, but not I very *Biz Country”

10 9 Sqn RAAF, in particular, Flying Oflicer lan Tay-
lor. Flying Ofticer Keith Morgan, Sqn Ldr Terry Wilon
(the only sane one). and their crews.

thank you




“BIG COUNTRY"

Most exercises have medningless names, suc

cRapid Rifls” or “Kangaroo 11", but cxesche "Big
Country” was scription of both the vastness
o ha Bt ERAILe e of the concept of the
exercise at Katherine in the Northern Territory. For a
Battalion exercisc it was & monster. Everything about

t requires suj he distance from Townsville
{1200 mils). the mmp]exlly of the logistics system, t
Givenity O peosl taking part, and the distances
covered on foot or paddling assault boats, were
cnormous.

Major John Sullivan took his advance party of
clerks, cooks, electricians, engineers, storemen, sig-
nallers and medical orderlies to the battalion base,
RAAF Tindal, in the week prior to 24 May 76 to pre-
pare the base for the main body’s insertion. Dri
met LCHs in Darwin and drove the Battalion’s
1o Katherine, about 250 miles away.

The battalion arrived over a period of three days
in twelve sorties of CI30 aircraft to
sophisticated camp with hot and cold running water (if
ou were Jucky). huge buildings capable of housing at
least our 600 personnel, flush toilets, immense hangars
for workshop areas, ice cream for three meals a day
and an unlimited beer supply. The transformation of
this disused camp achieved by the advance party in a
very short time was nothing short of incredible.

S
nz:rmu.!l-n ArreR

RLR IN M,
Alter a day or two of settiing in, the battalion em-

barked, by companies, on Phase 2 of the exercise.
Each company undertook a five day company exercise,
four day navigation march, and five day watermanship
exercise. It was with some trepidation that those com-
panies set off bccnuse there were many unknowns which
threatened to jeopardise the whole erercise. For
example, no.one had ever paddled sixty miles down a
river blocked by rapids and receding water before; and
navigation by sections over fifty-five miles of aimost
featureless terrain with a_tenuous supply line was
dunting, to say the least. Well, the results of Phase 2
are history. The companies came through with flying
colours, sun burn, and sore feet.

The company exercise proved itself to be an excel-
lent_opportunity for companies to shake out and
validate their training. 1t was long and hard and testing
and it is sgnificant that not on€"Tunny incident oc-
curred (to the author’s knowledge}

The navigation march was a iterent ket of fish,
It was hard also, to the point of nausea, with bleeding
feet, aching backs and parched lips. Not content to
suffer in silence alone, Major Tony Jensen put a cat
amongst the pigeons so to speak with his indent for
chocolate milk in a Malanda Milk truck, and ninety-
eight sets of GP boots, various sizes, filled (to scale of

course). As “Niner” and “Hawkeye's” navigation was
suspect, they both took a course in the use of the helio-
graph

Watermanship was just plain good fun. The aim

was 1o paddle assault craft down the Katherine River
for sixty miles and then down the Daly River for a
further fourteen miles. There are a whole host of
notable incidents that can be recounted. Some of these
are below.
A Company found that there is more to sailing than
just putting a hoochie on a pole and a paddie out
the back as a rudder.
The RAAF flew a helicopter sortie to resupply an
assault boat. On reaching the given grid reference,
they reported that there was no river in sight and
asked whether the assault boat should be left on
the hill below them. They were only about fifty
miles from their true objective in another sector.
hey won the “Where the Farquarewe™ award for
their efforts.
Considerable embarrassment was caused by reports
in the national press of the illegal catching of a
crocodile.
How could the Legislative Council of the Northern
Territory believe for one moment that soldiers of
Her Majesty's Forces could possibly “blow” fish
with “expanding bait”.

Phase 3, the Battalion exercise, retraced the route
of the company exercises (much to everyone's horror).
That same hot, dusty and featureless terrain, broken
only by a few steep, exposed and rocky outcrops where
the enemy were always found, tested the endurance and
sense of humour of all. The defensive position was the



most cnal

ngin
when returning by Land Rover from Tindal, “Niner”
reported by radio that he was five hundred metres out:
a considerable period of time (and about one thousand

g we had ever experienced. One night,

metres) elapsed: and “Niner” again reported that he
was five hundred metres out: some time later there was
a further message to say that he was five hundred metres
out and an interjection from an unknown call sign
“Where the F are you 2"

The RAAF helicopter crew took much pleasure in
simulating enemy bombers. A most unfortunate and

“accidental™ direct hit was “Niner's™ tent, with flour
and

Whilst the Battalion was doing its thing, TET was in
progress at Tindal, the Engineers were blowing big
holes in the ground for no apparent reason and the
Artillery detachment went on safari. Without the dedi-
cation of the RA Sigs detachment. the dishevelled band
of RAEME craftsmen and those dauntless drivers of
9 Coy. exercise “Big Country” would have ground to
a halt

Three aspects of the exercise which could not pos-
sibly be omitted are Mess and Canteen life. Town, and
those marvellous movies

LOCALS EXAMINE OUR OPERATIONS DURING
THE OPEN DAY AT KATHERINE.

The Officers/Sergeants Mess was well frequented.
especially by the residents of Tindal. Much business
and some heavy “briefing” took place, and Spiersy held
up one wall whilst “Shorty” occupied his high chair.
The Soldiers’ Club brought the unlikely combination
of “Bluey" and “Corbes” together but they proved to
be equal to the task and had their own Caribou aircraft
to help achieve the impossible task of keeping up the
beer supply

Not much can be printed about the movies. Suffice
it is to say that “The Coming of Seymour™ remains as
a high point in the minds of all and never before have
repeat performances received such acclamation.

The town was the downfall of many, both financially
and health wise. All sorts stagzered out of the
Katherine and Crossways Hotels but the locals and
police were kind and forgiving

It was with satisfaction and little sorrow that the
Battalion left Tindal for home on the 28th Junc. Most
were satisfied with what they had and had no
ambition to see more.

seen

o,
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HOOK i 2

1976 has been a demanding year for B Coy, includ-
ing our wives and girlfriends. It has meant numerous
separations anything from five days, lasting up to six
weeks. It has also been a satisfying year for training,
travelling, socialising and sport.

In lrngining we showed the standard expected, and
individually “Hooked In” and got on with our jobs.
We explored the High Range Training area on five
separate occasions finally we were given a chlnfe
of scenery—KATHERINE—on Ex Big Country. In
the top end we walked, paddled, tracked and practised
our skills in salvage operations, and our master marin-
ers sank their boats. To assist us in training, especially
Ex Dauntless Defender we were given a new picce of
equipment—the steel helmet. This new piece of equip-
ment was warmly received, a general comment was
“Whadya do with it? Sit on it? Wash outa it?
Cook outa it ? or into it 7" :

We alko toevlid ‘;{ exciting means of course : in
open trucks to High Range (to really appreciate the
bull dust!), APCs around High Range (to test those
suffering from claustrophobia !), RAAF aircraft to
Katherine (to clear up the hangovers). B

Socially B Company has become famous for its

exercise bar-b-ques, post exercise bar-b-ques and
during exercise bar-b-ques. The only thing missing was
the the flavoured milk, especially in Katherine.

Our sportsmen did us proud. We won the inter
Company Rugby Union, Cross country and Athletics,
as well as being runners up in the swimming. We
were well represented in Australia Rules, Hockey and
Volley Ball.

Our only
numerous mes

in 1976 has been the march out of
wi

us this year and who are now in perhaps greener but not
brighter pastures. Good luck.

CoJ _

4 Platoon

ike everyone else, 4 Pl did its fair share of work
this year. The most exciting thing that happened was
the PI Sgt, Sgt Williams, being attacked by a nest of
ticks and being taken out of the exercise. 4 Pl per-
formed well in all aspects of bush work.
the sporting side of things, we were represented
well in all Battalion competitions, with Ptes King and
Ritter in the football side, Pte Rampellini starred in the
cross country and he and many others starred in the
athletics. Ple Rampellini also represented the platoon
in the Magistrate’s Court, now he walks everywhere
and doesn’t drink.
the Entertainment side, we had to put up with
Cpl Taylor's sick jokes. The highlight for the year was
a platoon party at the Royal Oak Hotel, where Sgt
Williams was seen dancing with a 75 year old woman
and Pte Dyke was seen dancing with Cpl Johnson.
Here is our “Horror Roll” :—
The Boss—2Lt Hoges—Likes cooking and hopes to be
Governor-General one day.
Sunray Minor—Sgt Willy—What I'd be doing now if 1
was still single.

1 SECT

Cpl Egan—Jumps off balconies since his para course.

Pte King, R.W.—Seen walking along the Strand every
Saturday night.

Pte Tomlinson—Loves the bush but can't seem to get

re.

Pte Rampellini—Subsidises the running of the Magis-
trate’s Court.

Pte Dyke—The company heavy (he thinks).

Pte Beard—Draws rations every time he runs the cross
country.

Pte Brennocks—

2 SECT — BAZZA'S BRUISERS

Cpl McKosker (Bazza)—The old grey mare ain’t what
she used to be.

Pie Ritter (Tex)—Why was I born so handsome—
Where can I put a posting to now,

Pte ‘Bones’ Fraser—The perfect pull through for a
Charlie Swede.

Pte Morse—Has it got a film in it, take a picture of

me.

Pte Morris—When I grow up I wan't to be like Bazza.

Pte King (Kinky)—I'm not too fat, just 18 inches too
short for my weight.

Pte Shaw—The only time he hasn't got a complex
about his height is when he stands next to Pte

Hoppo.
Pte French—Found his night vision improved when he
lost his dark glasses.



3 SECT — “FURIOUS”

Cpl “Audie Murphy” Taylor—I'm never wrong.
Lepl Wells—Who's he. Three weeks in the platoon and
we still haven't seen him,

Pte_“Sharpshooter” Mooney—The great green clad
jungle killer who scores 35 hits out of 225 rounds
with an LMG.

Pte Slanlzy—H-s the answer for a hangover . . . stays

Ple Mmck McGlashan—Reminds everyone of Muham-
mid Ali, only comparison is his mouth.

Pte Weir—Aviator extraordinaire . . . It will fly one

lay.
Pte Blue Geisler—Hail this man for he has the most
colourful book in the company.

5 Yotoon

The year has been quite eventful for Ihe platoon
and as it dmws to a close, we look back and recap
experiences and events that happened.

Starting the year with a brand new platoon com-
mander, 2Lt Geoff Hawke (who, under the watchful
eyes of the platoon, settled in well), 5 Pl tackled the
exercises and events of the year with gusto and came
out on top.

Exercises generally went well and it didn't take long
for the “Fighting Five” to get together and work as a
team. During “Happy Swinger”, we loved those night
withdrawals.

“Da Boys™ looked after (in no uncenam terms) the
Army Reserve during “Phoenix One”. Notably, our
assault that night which was halted by heavy snoring
on fixed lines from their forward pits. “Kll]er\ black
eye has improved, thank you. We were amazed that
the platoon, while on hunting excursions, boasted more
firepower than the average Rifle Company.

Survival Training can only be described as making
food from thought, or wishing we could. To correct
any misconceptions, Pete Hughes didn't really try to

use Hoppy 1o bait his fishing line, and. yes, the boss

is sl goiug on about the sie of THAT pig. Little
Maca’s fsh stories astound and amuse those who stil
listen.

“Big Country” . . . well, we could write a book on
the watermanship alone, but we have to mention the
lengths a certain old platoon sergeant will go to catch
a barra.

W. W. Dowell and the knock their heads
together about who was nuvlgalmg the patrol that
cny»)ed the sight seeing tour during “Dauntless De-

£ b et noticably missing, but always
had a wave as he drove past in his Q vehicle.

Our 4 Pl convert, Ken Johnson handled the job of
Pl Sergeant with ease and it was refreshing to know it
was appreciated by all. We wish you well in your newly
promoted overseas posting (Tassie). Johnno is always
heard to say “wait till I get down there, I'll break the
bank at Wrest Point.”

Yet our third platoon sergeant for the year, Brian
Boughton, has found a home with five and is looking
forward o the bigger and brighter “Kangaroo 11" with
us.

Back in camp the boys put on the jock straps. With
stars like Bob, Killer, Randy and Nobby, how could

B” fal to win the battalion athieics.

We had our share of L & D's this year,
with exception were those of Cpl Dowell forfi-s:
Toomey for broken legs.

We wish everyone the best for 1977.

"HOW DID HE SAY YOU CATCH A PARROTT™

has somehow managed to do

ear and has maintained its
own identity despite twenty-two new marcheins and
eleven members leaving.

Much o0 the disgust of the boss, there has been an
influx of “marriedies”. We now have three married
section_commanders, Lepl Stoertebecker took the
plunge in April, Fred rson has just become en-
§a3c0, Barry Butler is joining the ciub at Christmas and
Peter Wilson is thinking about it. However, Sunray and
Sunray Minor set a good example (although there is a
lot of doubt about that. Sgt *Big Bazza” Secky’s gil
friend has just returned from England and Lt. Col
Green makes two trips to Lucinda weekly).

quite a bit of work thi



In barracks, the platoon has taken n active part
in spirit and has been well represented in the Towns-
and Singleton Mngmuta Courts; the
"y e effort being Pte “Cav” Cavanagh's.
ush wise, the year started off with a company
elen.h-e at ngh Range Training Area and this has

led to bigger and better thangs until now we have a
chance to show the whole division what it’s all about on
“Kangaroo 11",

1"": platoon has been well represented in the spon
ing field, with some of us playing for the comy
battalion teams and representing the battalion ur-
area sport, with such stars as s Wilson, Rawlings,
Hayes, Gysin, and Laretive.

HIGH POINTS OF THE YEAR
Can you remember .
Walking over Mt. Suum with sand bags.
The air drop on the “Big Country” navex.
Peter Rawlings losing a whole battalion.
Ever leading the company in a night withdrawal.
The platoon beating off a battalion attack on
“Phoenix One™.

AUSTRALIAS NEW WEAPON

This remarkable weapon was designed in Yacan-
dandah by an unknown and slightly mad scientist.
arly in the century the Army saw the first working
el aad instantly realised its worth to the Aussie
Fighting Corps. The lel was taken 0 a workshop
in the Holsworthy area and impro upon, until the
present day model was perfected.
1t is self-propelled, but can be vehicle transported.
Up 10 ten of these units can be fitted into the Army's
MI113 Carrier. The basic system is capable of pre-
ming or continuous local control, and has not

are rarely used singly, but normally
operate in a basic unit of ten.

weapon mmml unit is denoted by a slightly
more complex memd programming computer 0
cnable it 1o control nnber units. The superstructure
of this unit carries two white stripes to expediate tl
maintenance of the group.

Armament is simple but effective. It consists of one
7.62mm Self Loading Rifle which can be directed
through 6400 mils and any vertical angle, and is fired
by the unit when locked on target. Normally \my
rounds are carried for the weapon but more may be
carried for special tasks.

It is covered by a tough green cloth designed to
stop shine and diseuise shape, and o stop superficial
damage 1o the unit.

1t has heen designated G.R.UN.T., which stands for
Green Robot Used For Normal Tasks. The Army is
aho working on a specialist unit which is designated
SAS. (Superchareed Amphibious Self Controlled)
which i used to undertake special tasks which the
Grunt i incapable of doing.

LAVARAGK'S THE PLACE
T0 BE

1 sl reckon, Lavarack's the place to be
And we would still be there if you'd listened to me,

Just break an arm or a leg or wo

Or go down to the pub get

Still here we are at llle RAAF Tluill Base

Exercise Big Country looks us right in the face,

It starts with an exercise for Company B

leno and his skij u
Mnmbym neutral thumb msum
That’s the platoon

sergeants acting dumb,
CSM Clinghan’s interest Iook real
But to him this exercise has no appeal,
corporals and lance ;-ch act casual
They ve‘rep-mi for the troubles Ihey Imovt there'll be,
But si; later with a beer we all
We !ollcwed our motto and all HOOKED IN,
But I still reckon Lavarack’s ce to be
And we'd still be there if you'd listened lo me,
Just go ‘Jack’ on the system say | won't go
Thel:(e)gmusl be room in the Battalion for one more

A 50 mile Navex brought about Phase T

The night before on the grog made us all bloody spew,

We bitched and whined lnd bloody well moaned

As like a bunch of Deros the eounlry we mlnui

But a little heart got us to the finish line

It was Phase Two finished and that was fine,

But 1 still reckon Lavarack’s the place to be

And we'd still be there if you'd listened to me,

Justsnot an Officer or an

And there'd be no Big Country for you or me.

The start of Phase Three saw us all start to glow

As down the Katherine we started to row,

But we all got a Ilu‘h from Thm little trip

When Capt Mialkowski went for a

Big Bwn Seeley told s € m stay up front like we
aug

It was usy for Bazza his paddle never seen water,

It was one of those times the OC shone

But it was really the motor where his power came
from.

The Battalion Exercise was Phase Four
It turned out to be a bloody big bore,
A competition between the officers really
No respect for the dig they made lhn quite clearly,
Tu hlg nobs came in to check it
ne panicked and ran ubo\l
Bul n.g dlgs just laughed as the officers jumped up and

Dnne \nmm:mulls and smiled and ran round and

Bnl Ihe d earned some credit for a job well done
As its Ihem who bnmd their guts

In

That ended m; o untry for

But I still reckon leluck'sy:;: e Io

Still the next exercise we'll bitch and shout

& It won't make no difference we'll all go out.



DELIVERANCE
or
DID THIS REALLY HAPPEN ON THE
KATHERINE-DALY RIVERS
(Sung to the tune of “The Battle of New Orleans”)
—Apologies to J. Horton.

1. In 1976 we lmk 4 little trip
ral Legget down the Katherine-

Y st
Well. we took our ten man rations and our fishing
lines it seems
And we shot those frothing rapids to a station
called “Florin™.

CHORUS

We shot those rapids
And still we kept on coming
Thcy kepl on getting mugher than they were a while

Bm >u|| that didn’t stop us

We rode and we rowed ‘em right down that
Katherine/Daly

To the place we had to go.

=

. Then half yay o lhmugh our journey “Niner” came
in on tl
He hrum.m hls Amm with him to our camping spot

serel

We dinad that night on delicacies—
some were new

The catfish, snake and sting-ray didn’t quite make
Niner blue.

CHORU'S

Well we ran into the rocks and we ran into the tree
stumps

We ran our war boats places where a kayak
wouldn't go

-to white men

We ran so hard we somehow got to sink two
But in spite of all that happened the big “A™ didn't
slow.
3. When Moylan’s mottley, mangy men decided to
lepa
They couldn't take it any more they seem to have
lost heart
The reinforcements sent to us were clerical by trade
At last the mushroom palace boys were to our eyes
displayed.
CHORUS

1. McWILLIAM.

HEARD AND SEEN
; King (Pie King, A. J)—Skindiving on the

Strar
Heard . Al High Range .
Pl Comd "Dnnl shoot till you see the whites of
their e
igger : "Bu bms. they got blues eyes.”
Pl Comd: “Shhh ... Fix bayonets.”

Townsville or Bust

At the completion of Exéfcise “Big Country”, it was.
decided by the powers that an adventure training exer-
cise was in order.

Katherine to Townsville on $20.00 under your own
steam. Sounds easy. The group selected by A Coy
was 2Lt,Mark Gallagher, Lcpl Phil Smailes and Pte
John Wardle. Prior to departing RAAF Tindal, we
conducted a detailed recon of all means available to
us. This seemed to produced a big nil.

The solution seemed to be that we head for Darwin,
the closest major centre with more means of transport
available. It took the majority of Day 1 for us to get
to Darwin, after sitting on the side of the road at Pine
Creek for three hours trying to hitch a ride. Cheerful
thoughts were provided to us by travellers in the same
predicament who had produced such roads ;lgns as 1
waited here four days and four nights for a ride”.

Upon arrival in Darwin, enquiries were mmedulely
made with Ansett and TAA, but to no a Accom-
modation for the night was kindly provided for us in the
Guard Room cells at Larrakeyah Barracks. On Day 2,

Hymg Instructor, Mr. Ian Hall, suggested we try Con-
nair and subsequently free tickets were issued to the
whole group to fly from Darwin to Alice Springs. Our
second night in Darwin was provided by the RAAF,
who went out of their way to look after us; a welcome
change.

Day 3 and we were off in the modern DC3.
ived a busman’s tour of the Northern Territory,
visiting Port Keats, Wave Hill Police Station, Hooker
Creck and finally Alice Springs. The climate in Alice
Springs was a change to Darwin (I8 degrees compai
10 36 degrees).

While in Alice Springs, we were able to persuade
(‘nnnaxr into extending our tickets to Cairns via Mt.
Isa.

re

Day 4 consisted again of a limited amount of sight
seeing around Springs and then flying to Cairns
via Mt I\.. We arrived in Cairns at about 8 p.m. and
immediately headed for town and the road south, initi-
ally menmxv to hitch hike to Townsville. Luck
again held with us as the Sunlander train was late
departing Cairns and, as we were unable to con a free
ride, the last of our money was spent on train tickets
(the only travel that was paid for on the whole trip).

The whole group arrived in Townsville at 6 a.m. on
Day 5. Overall, the trip took four days and twenty-two
hours and was an enjoyable experience for us all

DEFI TONS

Steel Helmet—A piece of military equipment wlmh
slows a 7.62mm round by 1/70th of its or
velocity as it passes through the wearer’s he:
cking ound—Nature's way of telling you
your ﬁ;ld craft isn’t up to standard.

deadly weapon if used in the following
manner : First sneak up behind the enemy, then
beat him over the head with it




CHUCKLES

__C Coy started 1976 on a high note with an am-
phibious operation at High Range. Many lessons were
learnt but none so well as waterproofing the equip-

nt
Capt Shannon gave the company its direction until

after “Big Country” when Maj Radcliffe took over.

hlights of the year were numerous

The watermanship training which proved absolutely

ss for the task presented to the company in

tiating the Katherine River was valuable in safe-

ding the equipment, and enjoyed by all,

Big Country” was an outstanding success with the

company performing favourably under its new OC.

CHQ

This group of outstanding personnel did a tre-
mendous job in backing and administering the com-
pany. The OC, Maj Radcliffe, won notoriety for his
ability o conduct excellent visual recons (with complete
disregard for his personal safety) from under the tracks
APC, with binoculas

2IC, Capt Harvey's, personal highlight was
cing shot at a range of five miles by an enemy sniper
in the first twenty-four hours of “Dauntless Defender”.

he CSM, WO2 Greely, also won notoriety for his
excellent cross country walking ability but found snags
on encountering roads.

Staff Harrison performed faultlessly all year and
won the company's complete trust (but no-body leaves
batteries behind).

Cpl Wallace, the Support Section commander for
the majority of the year won fame for his ability to
survive the harshness of Port Keats with the barest of

i Shot Gun, Brew Gear, etc.).

All in all, a good year, and the company is ob-
viously looking forward to the trips to Hawaii, New
Zealand, Malaysia and Canada next year.

TPlatoon

Our thanks to those who helped produce this record
of good old 7. The year kicked off well with Ex Web
Feet where we had a few laughs. Pte Marty managed
to get lost for a few hours to Lt Steve Borton's con-
cern. Most memorable was the swimming assault across
that 10 cm deep creek”.

The White Canary was_the life of the party on
Happy Swinger; we made him brews, even hot brews,
at 0200 hrs. Benny Briscoe slept most of the time in-
cluding during the Battalion Attack (he was still at the
LD). In April we were enemy for | and man-
aged to divert one of their attacks onto their own
troops.

Unfortunately we lost the White Canary half way
through the year. We wish him well in the Hong
Kong Police Force.

Before Big Country Pte Burke played games with
a stubby bottle, madé brews for the CSM and since
then has been playing at microsurgery.

Lt Eddie Antoniak took us over for Big Country
and we held him in high esteem. The Godfather is
misplaced in Ordnance. Our Corporals — Sludge,
McGahan, Feathers, Peacock and “XXXX" Matthew-
son gathered in our IETs and set them in the right
direction.

Feathers broke the world record for two miles when
he forgot his M16 and Pte Wilson “wasn’t lost” when
he disappecared for a few hours. Brownie liked the
NT so much that he took five days leave in Darwin
before getting an RAAF ride home. The bad news
was that he misguided a_couple of “wheels” to sta;
with him and they got nine extras for their troubles.
Unfortunately after Big Country Harry the Rat went to
do his sums and the Godfather went back to counting
blankets.

TLt Bob Quodling arrived just in time for Daunt-
less Defender and happily found himself with a good
crew. On Dauntless Defender we did everything every-
one else did although Sgt “Scobes™ Beasley’s telephone
bill might have been excessive. Then, on the Parade
Ground, the troops marched while the Boss ser
sherry o the officers.

We wish those who have left us the very best and
we wish everybody a Happy Christmas and a successful
7.




8 Platoon

Eight Platoon got'off to a flying start with the
arrival of a latoon commander from RMC.
Despite his new ideas, the “grey ghost” kept everything
as normal and the platoon trundled along at its steady
pace. It was not uncommon to hear readings from the
8 PI Bible at any hour of the day or night. The “Gr
Ghost™ had visions of grandeur as he read from this
wondrous book, “The Devil's Guard”.

We had a wet beginning with a company exercise
in March. It rained for seven days straight. Despite
damp bodies, our morale was kept at a high level by
the then platoon clown “Mouth™ Hyland. We all re-
membered the water folies in the “crick” when the
assaulting sections decided to run across a shallow
creek all sank. The only reason the attack was
successful was because the enemy were laughing so
much at fourteen bush hats floating in the water. PI HQ
did not recover for quite a while. “That's Entertain-
ment”. The organiser of the water folies, “Mouth”,
received his just rewards for the uction.

Unfortunately, “Mouth” had to leave the platoon,
as have many since then. Platoon morale however, did
not slump, due to the gargantuan efforts of “Squeak”
Hurley, the boy from the Garra. In the latter part of
the year we received five IET’s whom “Squeak” took
under his wing. Because of his fine instruction and
leadership, they became accustomed to our style and
can now dig pits without uttering a word in jest or
batting an eyelid.

Our “Stay Loose” motto served us well on exercise.
However, some members were a little too loose. Isn’t
that right J.C. (Pte Pickering). He didn't care much
for telephones or MG's and was often heard to say
between Z's . . . “When I become CO” . . leaven
forbid.

“The NCO's were all a source of inspiration to their
men. Lepl Smith R.D,, the Hugh Hefner come Padre
of the platoon, supplied both reading material and
character guidance. He could be approached at any

ime to hear confessions. He often had old age creep
up on him. “Tricky Dick™ (Cpl Stilwell) was an expert
in his field. “Canvas Back™ could be counted upon to

h

d

THe. cotPoRaL's Cobe OF ETHS

/L

have a pile of Z’s close at hand at any time. He had
a strong attraction towards soft spots and forked
trees. Strange. %

Cpls Golledge and McLeay were the hard core—
and diehard members of the platoon. Everything they
did was the “Regiment”. Lcrl Mick Meirs was instru-
mental in organising all the platoon outings. They were
always a success. and everyone enjoyed themselves.
From 8 Platoon Mick . .. Thanks. Last but not least
was “Boorey” Neilson, the only person in the platoon
who had trouble working out whether he was black or
white. He came from 9 Platoon early in the year but
he quickly caught up and settled in well,

‘e saw “Blue Bell” diving into the waters of the
Katherine River and slaying a six foot, man-cating croc
with his bare hands, a feat rarely seen these” days.
Johnny Weissmuller would have been proud of him.

_The year closed with a real treat when “Thiesy” alias
Evil Knievil attempted a death defying leap, in his car,
from Castle Hill to Mt. Stuart. However, something
went wrong and he became suspended between two
trees (see The Townsville Daily Bulletin). Evil, well
done, we are proud of you and better luck in mine
months time.

Space doesn't allow us to mention
v;v;”whh all our members the best for

everybody, but
Christmas and

STUFF

1976 was an interesting year for the “Little Devils”.
We saw a large turnover in troops but even so still
managed to keep an identity (we haven't worked out
whose yet). We started the year quietly but soon im-
mersed ourselves in the job at High Range and then
on Happy Swinger Sgt Chad Cherrin showed us how
to mine sandstone.



Biz Country was our finest hour. “Seagoon”,
B mundi” and “Snerd™ all had sweep oars mounted
whose platoon sergeant would dive overboard to
re his Boss's barra (and then claim salvage rights).
of us went on fighting patrols but one didn’t
1o come and two others went to sleep in the
sime. The Crossways Hotel had its finest male
r ever.

The expected anti-climax after Big Country didn't
uate but “Doubtless Disaster” did. We thought we
a caravan park but it must have been a mirage
" 2 Skyhawk anyway). We had quiet days and

hts. We saw minefields and lots of enemy
¢ didn’t get to shoot at much.

After “DD” we settled back into the Barracks
and got used to the Parade Ground. Pte Ack Willie
was a good friend in one particular week but happily
he didn’t last.

Shoalwater Bay bent our entrenching tools again
but we will no doubt get some new ones for Christmas.
A Happy Christmas and New Year to all and remem-

ot :—
“LOVE IS A PATCH OF SOFT SANDY
GROUND”.

"LOGKS BAD, HUNI®
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but not IJleast

We started in 1976 with almost a brand new line-up.
Major Guy “Robbie” left us for Sydney, Capt Jock
Murray went up to the castle, and Lt's Mitch Miller

and Phil Mouncey departed for greener pastures. Maj
Peter Radcliffe took up the reins in February, an
apart from the odd bit of work, Radcliffe’s Real Estate
(ext. 7131) flourished.
lex continued in his unhurried way as secre-

tary of the Sgts Mess, and sometimes came 1o see us.
Sgt Daryl Jenkin dreamt of more devious snares and
i ran more and
Beasley rode a
merry race in between education and that marvellous

ion, “coord”. Sgt Jock Petrie dropped in from
down south, loudly proclaiming his independence from
Shorty Sojan.

In the front office, Cpls Rod Harris and lan Rodgers
clattered away furiously at the still endless piles of
“bumf™ (even after Guy R left!), while our adopted
son Blue Unwin continued to count out the trophi
plaques and those six hundred records.

‘The two “workers” in the Coy, Lt Grant Clark and
Staff “Blue” amazed most observers, the one with his
penchant for cards, the other for his eyes left, with
cane, whilst riding a bicycle and for his dogged refusal
10 become flustered at Katherine.

Our usual group of junior NCO's was present to
prevent the wheels from becoming too corrupt, al-
though they all changed during the year. Nev Taylor
only dreams of going locust \puymg again, M:
Kanake dreams of traps, snares and spiders
Eadie is still wai

the most grandiose company excursions
in all klnds ul weather for all kinds of guests !

In 1976 we ran range practices, trained IET, spon-
sored the survival training (with some help from the
10), ran our own survival at the Katherine River and
sponsored the American company attached to us for
Kangaroo 1. In November, 1976, D Coy quietly self
destructed, but the new, bionic, company is scheduled
for release in January 77.

Many of our number left during the year. Maj
Radcliffe, to C Coy, swapped with Capt Greg Shannon,
who, in turn, left us for a well earned pmmolion at
HQ DSG. CSM Alex went to work ! ! at B Coy and we
welcomed in WO2 Les Mair, who |mmed|alely white-
anted the RSM on K2. Sgt Daryl Jenkin, after an in-
credible tour in the RAR; finally left to go to RMC,
taking with him some home truths from the Burdekin
and Katherine Rivers (His 30.20 snare is NOT for sale).
Cpl Rod Harris went to Support Company i search of
mare hard work while Cpl Nev Taylor went to B Coy
1o retrain and Max Kanake ended up in C Coy where

spiders are a little easier to snare.

eers, see you next 1ET course. “

“on

I L

e S I

il

ADAMS
ALCOI\N
ANDERSON
ANDREWS



CQONONNO=PFROP AT

e

RZROUSNO ONOEOOE-RATOZNY

ZomH OF

AOEADARLNORTF T

FAZ WPPOP-UTY?

POAUL o> omp

Mo wEmZe wmo Ze OFT4gmmuoptoegt P Em

-

L

CAVANAGH

JURN
COCHRANE

CROFT

CURR

CURRIE
CUTTER
DADSWELL
DALLEY
DALZIELL
D'ARCY EVANS
DAVIS

DAVIS
DAWSON
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KALTENBOECK
KAMINS! Pre Aes MacMILLAN
= Lepl nls! MEIERS
KANOWSKI Pre G. C MELCHIOR
KEATING Pre 11 MENDAY
EN Capt G MIALKOWSKI
KELLY 2Lt 5. ICKELBERG
KELLY Lepl 0 IDDLETON
KELLY Pte L. A MIFSUD
KEMBER Pre c IL
KENNEDY Lepl . H. MILLER
CERR Pre g ILLS
ILLEN Pre : ITCHELL
G Pre R (OONEY'
Pre M. A. ORR
ING 2Lt N.'s. MORRIS
ING Pre G. SiL ORSE
ING Pre s MOXHAM
ING Pre MULLANE
G Sgt w. URDOCH
DON Lepl B.B. MURPHY
KNOBLAUGH Pre M. URPHY
KE Cpl MUR!
RIENKE Lt G. A MURRAY
UMMERLOWE Capt 353 URRA
OWE Pre D. G. NAGLE
Lepl G. G. NALDER
Lt T CE
LANCASTER Lepl 5 7 NAYLOR
LANG e D! ATE
LARETIVE Lepl YL NEILSEN
GGE Pre . W. EY
GGETT Lepl 2 oA OBBS
LELIFIELD Sgt LS NUGENT
INON Sgt i, O'BRIEN
LIE Cpl G. D. O’BRIEN
LEWIEN Sgt G.P. "BRIEN
EWIS Pre T O'CONNOR
LEWIS Pre D. P. KERS
EERAS . Pre L M "GRADY
Pre I O’LOUGHLIN
LITTLE Lepl LM ORMAECHEA
LIVINGSTONE Sgt J. W. O'SHEA
oNDON o PACKHAM
e LT
N Pie GE ANTON
LYNN Cpl R. RKER
Pte I N. ASCOE
MADPDOCKS Lepl Dol 'AYNE
:AM RONEY Pte J. G AYEX(I)!C
Cpl w. J. Al
AL ONEY iy s, EARSONS
J aj S. B.
A IDGE Pte | 'EP1
MANSFIELD te B.N. PETERSEN
ARJORI-BA] gt D. H. ETRIE
ARKLEW cpl N.L. PETTIT
MARSHALL Pre B. HILLIPS
MARSHALL te JC ICKERING
MARTIN Pte M.J. IERCE
MARTIN gt A INKERTON
MASSEY Pre P, INZONE
MASTERS Pre Al POGORELEC
MATHEWS cpl 7o POLYDOROS
MATHEWSON sgt B.K. POR’
MCAULIFFE Pte G. M. ORTER
McCAULEY Pte PN 'RESSLEY
OLA cpl P.J. PRESTON
McCONACHY Pte D.'W. PRIEN
‘OSKEI Pre el 'URSER
McCULLOCH te S I URSER
cDONAI Pre T RICE
McDONNELL Pre w. ). RYOR
McGAHA]
MCGLASHAN Pre TR QUIGLEY
MCGLOIN Pre D.F. QUINN
MLEAN 2Lt R W. QUODLING
McLEAY Maj P.R. DCLIFFE
McMAHON Pre W. A. ADUNZ
McMAHON Pe NE. RAINFORL
McMULLEN Pre B T. NDALL
McROBERTS Pe E E NDALL
MCcWILLIAM o P S.B. AMPELLINT
MacDONALD Pre P. W. AWLINGS
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SUPPORT Co

What happened to 1976. Tt seems only yeferday
that we were arriving back in Lavarack Barracks suf-
fering from too much Christmas Cheer to find the
spiders had had a population explosion and that every-
thing was under water. It really took us until the end
of the Starvation Course (sorry, Survival Course) to lose
our Christmas Cheer and until the end of April to dry
out (water w

Seutling in wasn't easy. The command structure of
Support Coy was a whole new ball game. The new
OC was a wog speaking midget, the 2IC, who took his
time getting here, was a frustrated drop short; the
blackhanded RSO was a fanatic and sadistic Iron Man
specialist; Recon had a “kraut”, say no more; and the
old “bite your arse with all due CQMS

spect si

ot it to-
rsonnel shortage prob-
. made Spiersy a health fanatic and reduced Big
Norm to a_shadow of his former self. We even sur-
vived the Colours Parade intact, less sense of humour
(with the exception of Pace Stick, who went to hospital
for a well deserved rest and slight modifications to his
legs)

Having reached this fever pitch of training, what are
we going to do. The answer is quite obvious. Go on
Christmas leave, reconstitute our paunches and try to
forget as much as we can to ensure that there is some-
thing still to learn next year when it all begins again.

Bright Sparks

In gesieral, a fine \ur for a platoon with great
potential. The attitude throughout the year has been
one of guts and determination, to prove to others that
we can operate, repair and control under any exercise
circumstance. Under the command of Captain Joyce,
Sgt Spiers, and Radio Sgt Nugent, the platoon has
tripled in numbers, experience, and ability; all in one
year.

“Happy Swinger” presented problems for all con-
cerned. We were for the most part new and untried
However, once again we showed our true colours. We
arnt from our mistakes and these, although great in
quantity, gave us a chance to test our theories on com-
munications. For a petiod of roughly four weeks, we
tried everything that one fight be expected to try, and
some things that might be called novel. Sigs, although
hassled by superior rank, proved what comms are
all about. However, undeniably there were mistakes.
These few are only human errors, and perhaps we made
amends for them.

“Dauntless Defender” was one of our happier exer-
cises. We did our job thoughtfully and at most times
managed to smile.

Signals Platoon is divided into two groups, one being
Line Section, the other obviously Radio Section. There
is, of course, slight competition between the two, but
it comes to no harm. Our training whilst in camp is
varied and for the most part interesting. We are all
eager to learn more and use better techniques. We are
a fit mob, for the most part, and we do our share of 3,

running and a bit of volleyball
defeat the battalion side.

roo 11" we got up to our usual tricks,
but we were well happy with the results. Even the
Ops Officer smiled at us now and again.

Our awards for the most improved troops go to
Pte Sharwood and Pte Riley. They deserve our con-
gratulations. The year 77 will see us doing a bit of
work in camp and the usual amount outside of camp

Cheers for 1977.

We could probably

"HAVE YOU PINISHED SIR?™
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ANTI ? PLATOON INDEED! Everyone knows
what the platoon was anti. However, just in case there
is any doubt, here is a short resume
Anti Armoured Platoon.

Anti Tank Platoon
Air Defence Platoon
Tracker Platoon.
Reconnaissance Platoon

The majority of the year we thought was spent in
the Anti Armoured role. however, onponderin

point. we realised the majority of the
spent that way, but it was all one big reconnaissance.

The word reconnaissance we believe, is made up of
he three abbreviated words of Latin as follows

RECON--pronounced RECKON
meaning—to think
pronounced AN ASS
meaning—that part of the body on

which one sits.
pronounced ANCE
meaning—to look

10 view

(0 peruse

S

Ed

¢

NAISS

ANCE

So, after much deliberation, we at last found tne
answer (0 our task in life—*We thought we would sit
on our ASS's and have a look”,-and here is what we
saw. We saw 2Lt Hartmann almost convince us we had
lost WWII. Just before he did, he was posted to “Stalag
10 Independent”. We saw Cpl H. L. “Ollie” S
prove beyond any shadow of doubt

ossible to light a fire by rubbing pieces of wood to-
gether, unless one is a match. saw Sgt “Injun”
Jensen without a brew mug on two occasions. We
also saw him with his OWN brew mug on one occa-
sion. We saw Cpl Geoff Hassall BUY a packet of
cigareties. We saw Pte S. P. King with a map in his
hand on Kanga II. We would like to thank the man
who took it off him, We saw Pte P. Currie with his
lips together, must have been taking a breath. We
Cpl Don Watts, when he stood on tippy-toe that

is.
In addition, we saw a good deal of Australia frou,
different angles, by night and by day and in all weather,
season and terrain and we can also think of 106 other
reasons why no-one seems 1o argue with us
year.

PIONEERS

1976 opened on a sad note for us. Sgt Les Dennert
was posted. A very experienced and capable soldier,
his absence from our ranks was sorely felt. However,
with typical resilience, we bounced back and were soon
our usual brawling self, with new additions John Mar-
shall and “Pixie” Wyllie to help out. But we looked
forward to the arrival of “Bomber”, especially as we
walched his beard take shape and we laid our bets as
to its final colour.

Exercise “Happy Swinger” gave our new blokes a
real insight into Assault Pioneer work. They might
have called us “gophers”. Cpl Mick Domarecki stated
he would curl up and die if he got any dirtier and sub-
sequently transferred to Armour. The exercise over,
we returned to camp for a few days well earned rest
and then back to the grindstone. Lcpl Kevin Smith was
heard to mutter vaguely about marriage whereupon he
was immediately dragged away for a few drinks and a
thorough lecture from which he emerged in a saner
frame of mind.

After what seemed an interminable period and many
changes, we departed on Exercise “Big Country”. A
multi-phased exercise, it gave our younger ones a taste
of the various tasks of the Pioneers
field laying and breaching, booby tra
mand Post and Regimental Al Bost construction,
walermanship, navigation and track improvement—
these were a few of the many snow jobs that fell upon
us iwi” Te-moni was a great worry for a while
as we thought he had fallen in love. Some of us de-
molished some things in conjunction with the Engincers
at Mataranka. Receiving a most cordial welcome re.
ception from the citizens of Katherine, we proceeded
10 enjoy ourselves and reciprocate the hospitality ex-
tended.” A meeting with a Darwin stubby left Lcpl Phil
Callow wondering whose dirty sock washing water he'd
drunk. Despite the hard work and hard play, we

33 were happy to return home.




Arriving back in barracks, we learnt of Exercise
“Dauntless Defender”. With Exercise “Big Country™ ¢
still fresh in mind. the exercise passed quickly and
preparations began for the biggest event of the year
the Battalion Colours Parade.
that marching has never been our

nted by half the platoon. Amongst
w “Dutchy” Bentvelzen, Chris Gray,
" McLean. “Okker™ Oelkers, “Okker” O'Connor
Bluc™ Tune. Much grumbling was overheard dur-
rehearsals, though on the day every man marched
ten feet tall. Conversation that night centred around the
greal feeling experienced as one of those on parade
and plans for Pete Les Gill, who turned twenty he
next day

Prepuring for Exercise “Ka 11", we find our
record of accidents lists only hit thumbs, torn clothi
and other small, quickly repaired items. We take
pride in that our worst casualty was a case of severe
burns. sustained by the Platoon Commander's pack

Our congratulations go to old Jock on his promotion
o sergeant, and our thanks go 1o those who left us this
year

THE CP ON HOWES HILL GETS UNDER WAY
KANGAROO 2,



Mhortar platoun

Mortar Platoon story starts in January where
the platoon come drifting bacl
A new regime takes over, and so

s of man pac 5,000 metres at night were
not at all evident. Quick to forget that, we had a week-
long shoot at the end of March in which to get pro-
cedures right again. Having fattened up on ten man
packs, the platoon was then thrown into the horrors of
Survival Training at Charters Towers.

Undaunted, the Sgts showed all the rest how to live
like kings even if Henry Smith could catch all the
pigs in the area. Fortified by Basil brews, it was a
pleasure to get nine miles from CAMP HUNGER at the
end.

After the first stint with APCs in May it was off
to BIG COUNTRY and “hello” to KATHERINE.
There followed four weeks of digging holes, big an
small; cutting trees, tall and short : and drinking beers,
hot and cold. We even became the enemy, and showed
A Coy what it was about.

Back to Townsville for a well earned break, even
though for a couple it was in the 2/4 HILTON, all ex-
penses paid. Dauntless Defender came and went, with
MFC Thrillseekers having sigs for the first time.

While the hand-picked few—Caveman King in-
cluded—romped off to Singleton and new dazzling

eights of mortar achievement—the rest of us slogged

through a Basic Course which eventually saw the
platoon built up to become one of the largest in the
unit.

A couple of shoots in September and then KANGA
II and Shoalwater Bay.

Thus the year can be remembered by : $2 a pay for
casket ets; “when’s the new mortar going to
arrive ‘another unobserved round”; and “the tracks

will be here for us shortly”.
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The year of the field echelon.
self in High Range twice, Tindal camp and Shoalwater

Bay. Sometimes it rained, but when it didn't, the dust
choked us. pite our numerous excursions to tl
field, we still managed to do our usual unlovely jobs
in Lavarack,

The cooks, des

consantly changing masning
jance

charts, continued their good work. Under the guid
of WO2 Dahl m and Sgts Parker, MzCooLI. Wilson,
Walsh, the ate very well. Notable were

ious messes
the promotions of Sgt Wilson to WO2 and Cpl Murdoch
to Sgt. Well done! Also, we farewelled WO2 Dahl
Helm after a commendable tour in the Battalion.

The RAP staff continued on their y under
the guidance of Sgt Lewis, fresh from his operating
theatres down south. He and Cpl Kummerlowe got
quite a shock at their work conditions on the Burdekin.
The Hygiene squad and, of course, “Corbs” remained
part of the furniture, but where would we be without
them.

ully” to Williamtown and wish
him the best of luck. Capts Stenchion and Lewien have
waluable tours, and, last, but
wish the “Duck™ the very bést in
his new position at DSG. He will be sadly missed by
all but the wrongdoers.
Happy Christmas,

Quartermasters
platoon

1976 has proven a hectic year for the Battalion “Q"
stafl_with most sub-units “stirring” by continuously
asking for stores and-equipment from the Batalion

ore.

“The big event for the year was undoubtedly Exercise
“Big Country”, during which much faith was restored
in'the supply organisation and the OM wae cxiracted
from his Lavarack office and coaxed into the field
Many atiempts have also been made to lure the RQ
into the bush. Letters containing grass, crushed hexa-
minc and other scrub relics have been despatched to
his refuge in an effort 1o tempt his curiousity, alas, all
10 no avail

P.C. Smith was another to demonstrate his Houdini
talents when, on hearing mention of “Kangaroo 11"
successfully disappeared from the 2/4 RAR scene for a
eood two months. Not to be outdone, “O.B." O'Brien
made a spectacular departure early in his stay at Shoal-
water Bay. Consequently, Mick Coombs, Biue U nwin,
John Preston and others were seen to be vigorously par-
ticipating in Volley Ball for several days following the

nt.

cduce the 1977 work load by muming all
stores 1o depot before the end of 1976 3

"1 THOUGHT THESE VEHICLES COULD SWIM™
+evs NAVY SKIPPER.
MINGR

The Transport Platoon’s year began with a drivers
course on which we trained 18 drivers. The last phase
of this course involved a drive through Mt. Spec, Hid-
den Valley and onto High Range, with some amend-
ments on the way due to mud, water and to be honest
some_inexperience. It was finally given away as a
total loss and we headquartered in High Range where
the roads were slightly better.

n Exercise Happy Swinger we spent some time as
mountain goats on wheels and Privatz Krienke kicked
his vehicle down a hill. It was no match for the
& tried 1o push over and had to be “motorcas'd”.

as even rumoured at the time that Pte Krienke swore
he had left the vehicle in gear with the handbrake

on.

At about this time we were having to use some
fairly old vehicles and although this is as yet uncon-
firmed it scemed probable that a select group of drivers
got Iugclher and decided to do something concrete

about it. Pte Jursonovic was appointed and his result-
e A Wkt loudly applauded.

Probably the biggest move this year was to Exer-
cise Big Country where we loaded the majority of the
vehicles onto Navy LCH's for the sea trip to Darwin.
The large northern city was quite pleasant and even
managed 1o part with a couple of dozen lrge stubbies
during our stay. We believe Lepl Dreier organised this
part of the trip. After the exercise we were again
transported back to Townsville by the Navy. Some,
however, arrived with more of a cargo of seawater than
anything else and Pte White doesn’t talk to0 much
about that “on board” ride he volunteered for.

Our final foray for the year was Exercise Kangaroo
11 which had some mentionable highlights. Cpl Clew-
ley is still practising how to stop at DP's without using
brakes and a good deal has been learnt about the
strength of local trees. At least there is evidence on
numerous vehicles.

This year has been a substantial and therefore re-
warding one for the members of the platoon but one
or two look ba h mixed feclings. As the
Wife of one of the NCO's said, -1 thought TROPO
was what you called the Tnmpor Officer”.




A BIG DAY

The 17th of ber, 1976, saw the pi
of the new 2 RAR Queens and Regimental Colours to
the 2/4th Battalion.

Described by some as the best ever witnessed in
Australia, the parade began at 0938 hrs and terminated
at 1145 hrs.

During the period on the square, the battalion
trooped and marched off the old 2 RAR Colours and
accepted and marched past the new 2 RAR Colours.

A spectator force of some 1500 assorted military
and civilian people watched the presentation by the
Governor General with appreciation and respect for
the traditions of the ceremony.

13

PAREVELL TO THE LD 2 RAR COLORS

Following a flawless exhibition of drill, the Battalion
marched off to join their friends and families at lun-
cheons held in all three messes.

The conclusion of the luncheon at 1400 hrs allowed
everyone six hours preparation for the Battalion Ball,
which began at 2000 hrs and proceeded with life and
vigour into the early hours of the morning.

11 in all, it was certainly a big day, and it would be
impossible to name all those who made it such a su¢-
cess. However, for those who wish to know, a list
appears under the heading of “Pay List” in this journal.

“WELL DONE” to you all.



PR i = :
LT GREG NANCE RECEIVES THE NEW oy STEVE BENDER RECEIVES THE NEW
2 RAR QUEENS COLOWR FROM HIS  » RAR REGIMENTAL COLOWR FROM HIS
EXCELLENCY EXCELLENCY

oo s e s Cnnaes?

HIS EXCELLENCY IS RECEIVED OK
PARADE.
14




Roping with A

HIS HELP

THE QM IN ANOTHER ROLE.
WAS INVALUABLE

Immediately following the Colours Parade, A Coy
1ok steps o quickly get the soldiers back to earth and
switched on again. This was very successfully achieved
by bowling each individual soldier off a ninety foot
vertical ¢lilf and leaving the rest up to him.

The aim of this activity was to teach some basic
roping techniques and 10 boost cach soldier’s self-
confidence. Both these aims were very successfully
achieved

Two methods of mechanical roping were taught
“Karabiner Run Down" and “Rapel™. Both these
methods required the use of a body line. a karabiner, a
pair of heavy duty gloves and a 90 foot length of 1§ inch

extra hard lay manila rope, and a ton of intestinal
fortitude,

It was soon evident that A Coy was going to take to
roping as they took to boats on the Katherine River

To see Jock Yule sprinting down the clifl with an
air of gay abandon as a sight to behold. Cpls Smith,
Torney and Campain were alo found to be people
who liked keeping themselves in the air over things,
which relieves their OC of that responsibility i the
future. Even the old man of A Coy (CSM) was seen
to throw himself into the face of death on numerous
occasions.

Naturally enough, there were some members who
were a little more timid, but they all had a go which




was 1o their credit.

Each platoon spent a full day on the cliffs and, as in
all Army activities, just as the soldiers were really
starting 0 enjoy themselves, the activity had to be
called of

A Co 's thanks go to the QM whose roping ability
and quahﬁcalmns made it all possible and to the 10 and
thers who did much to make it a very successful
activity. It must be noted that the activity received a
good TV coverage on the ABC National News.

Hopefully, the art of roping and rapelling will not
stop there. The next logical step is to rapel from heli-
copters and with a rapelling Instructor in the Coy, A
Coy should be doing this during 1977.

wtu-nvcmmunxm
LEARNER OUT OVER THE EDGE

L/mmmlsmdsnmm
AS LT NANCE AND THE 1.0. OFFER
'ENCOURAGEMENT »




SWINGING ALONG HAPPILY

The year in pictures
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SOME CUNNINGLY CONTRIVED DEVICES ON

THE BURDEKIN RIVER.
2



IS EXCELLENCY ADDRESSES THE PARADE







Sport in
zn/‘tll

AUSTRALIAN RULES

‘The *76 Australian Rules season was very short, of
three days dmlmm due mainly to our lnmmg com-
mitments. The competition contained only four teams

which were : 1 RAR 2/4 RAR, 4 Fd chl and 103 Sig
Sqn. Initially it was thought that the Aust Rules side
would fare badly in the competition it the fuob
lem of getting a team logelh:r for training. This (gubl
was qulckly lled when Cpl Tassie Davis was ap-
Euned Captain/Coach. With keen interests in Aust
h other battalion members giving full
support, 2/4 RAR was able to field a team.
their superiority in the
only team to be undefeated.
gave his best in each gune. so it
was difficult to name individuals, as best players. This
flc1 is mnfmeed lunher as 2/4 RAR provided lhe bulk
0 represent Nor Ouwmhnd in Brisbane
m the lnnual inter area umrvl
’l'he 76 2/4 RAR side was made up by the following

Q;l Jos Stepien Pte Hoof Clarke
Gpl Rod Harris Pie Willie Wilson
Tubby Brewer Pte Tex Ritter
Pie Dutchy FHolond Pte Phill Callow
Cpl Baz Torney Capt George Mialkowski
een Pte Mark Killen
Cpl Mick Coombs Pie Hobby Nobbs
Lepl Al Sullivan Pte Pete
Pte Ed Schiegel Pio Convay Brown
Cpl Tassie Davis Pte Smith
o Suptain/Coach Pte Jones
Kingdon Pte “Cockroach” Coburn

talations g0 1o thoie selected for the
NO Ares b, They

Joe Slephen Pte Tubby Brewer
1 Baz Torney Cpl Tassie Davis
Keen - (Captain/Coach)

Cpl Mick Coombs Pre Peie Kingdon

Lepl Al Sullivan Pte Hoof Clarke
Ed Sl Pie Willie Wikon

Cpl Rod Harris Pte Dutchy Holland

Special thanks go to Pie’s Kelly, J. B. Murphy.
King, Hayes, and Moore who assisted as trainers, time-

and goal |::rm, boundary umpires and Pte
Presbey who as central umpire controlled quick flowing

It is widely accepted that 2/4 RAR have the best
Aust Rules players in 3 Task Force. This was proven
by the '76 season, no doubt we will again prove i
selves in '77.

i

SOCCER

Since the inauguration of a- Task Forc soccer com-
petition, the 2/4 RAR side has reigned supreme. 1976
was no different. We once again, under the tutelage
of Bob Nugent, cleaned up all comers to take out the
trophy for another twelve months.

Over the years 214 has always had a strong side,
although the numbers have been dwlndlmg with trans-
fers and_re-postings. This year, altho
a few players of the calibre of Atk me Jess
Rychlewski and Brian King, we had a TEAM of
players who had the will to win and who did them-
selves proud with their performance.

We once again had players chosen in the North
Queensland Army Teas Bob Nugent and Pte
Jeff Smith. These two were also selected in ‘the
Queensland Army side and also the North Queensland
civilian team. Our congratulations go to them both.
We lost near the end of the year the services of Kenny
Fox, who took his discharge. Our best wishes go to
him in “Civvy Street”. A fine goalkeeper.

At the end of the season we acquired a new strip
for the Battalion side. This is presently being held at
DPRI and will be uady Ior next year's conquests. A
final word . re wearing
from some mbyne or "slruhe. just point out our
track record. You can't argue with success.

Best of luck in '77.

ATHLETICS .

1976 was not our best year for athletics. However,
the performances of some individuals was very en-

couraging.

The cross country team performed very creditably
and gained lhmi place in the Task Force competition.
Noteworthy was Pte Twidale’s third place, against some
very able opposition. In the inter company cross coun-
try. A Company proved 100 strong.

The inter Company Alhkug was held on Ist
October, and some formances were turned in.
Pte Killen (B Coy) won lhe 1500 metres from OC A
Coy in a thrilling finish. Pte Twidale (A Coy) myed
with huppmenummesooo and he is a
hope in the Area

CplR.G. T. Smllh's eﬂorl in the 800 metres
outstanding and he ca the Battalion's best vllslz:
into the area meeting

Tug-of-War was Ihe best standard for
Coys xghlvmghl team were very wdl dnlled and dld

t lose a Coy's heavywei some

m had sos
Sariog mnmenu before ﬁmlly ‘winni ng el Coy.
The most thrilling events for the day were the
relays, on which the result of the competition depended.
B Coy won the medley relay but stil trailed A Coy
in overall point score. The finish in the 4 x 100 metres
relny was very close, but B Coy were in front and
on the competition by one point from A Coy.



CRICKET .

It was once said that Cricket was the cause of the
downfall of the British Empire. It is true that it was
the cause of the downfall of 2/4 RAR. In two suc-
cessive years we were runners-up to 103 Sig Sqn. How-
ever, it’s not who wins but how the game is played.

Our method of playing could perhaps be described
by cricket purists as strange, peculiar, extraordinary
and quite incredible, but, because of our unorthodox
approach, we won all our games except the big one. A
confused attack is a guarantee to confuse any enemy.
Mind you, we didn't try to be confusing other than we
became confused trying not to be confusing. Something
like that anyway.

Throughout the season individual performances were
go0od and bad, generally bad, but it was done so well.
No one is worthy of mention other than one old stal-
wart who shouldn’t be named as he is well known to
the writer,

Seriously though, we had a successful season and

enjoyed our cricket. Fortunately the game still retains
the traditional ideas of what sport is all about or what
it should be these days. I said I wouldn’t mention
names but then, being vain mortal beings, who would
buy a book unless he gets a mention ? So here goes.

Firstly our thanks to dear cricket captain or skipper
Alex for leading us so well. He put a lot of work into
the organisation and how heartbreaking it must have
been for him each week. Even if he had been last wic-
ket in he still would have been an opener. Mind vou.

he wns a bit selfish Wllh the ball. I never did get a
1 even when I pulled rank. Indeed, a very wise
sklpptr but still damnably mean:

The Officers performed to their usual standard.
Now, what's that supposed to mean. I leave that to
you. Officers no doubt will have a different idea to
you, but then life would not be healthy without criti-
cism.

The mainstays of the team were Skipper Alex,
Colonel John Deighton, Barry Torney, Greg Shannon,
Tassie Davis, Joe Stepien, Les Stephens, Glen Stumpke,
Steve Bender, Obie O'Brien, Snow Dinnison, and Bob
George. I wasn't going to mention the umpire, Grant
Clarke, for reasons which should be obvious to at least
the players. Even if he was wrong in his decisions, at
least he was consistent. However, for career planning,
never give a senior officer out.

Some of the team have left, whilst others are about
to do so. Instead of farewell to arms, we say farewell
to cricket. For the sake of cricket I trust it is permanent
for some.

Damn, another wicket is down. I'm on, haven't
padded up, is it worth the effort, it hasn’t been so far,
but then you never know, can I borrow your box, no
1 don’t need a runner. Then they say “good luck”.
How helpful your comrades can be as you trudge back,
saying “bad Tuck, it didn’t look to be out from here
and you agree.

But then cricket is so unpredictable, and that is
the beauty of it all.

See you flannelled fools soon in the coliseum.

Swimming

L/CPL SMITH ACCEPTS THE SWDAMING
TROPHY POR SUPPORT COY

39

CPL RUSS SUITH WINS THE START.
100 METRES FINAL.



CPL. REG PARKER RUNS THE BALL FROM
THE RUCK FOR SUPPORT COY.

RUGBY '76

The year of *76 was not good for Rugby, as there
was no competition as such because of the commitments
of the Task Force. However, we did manage to get a
bit of Rugby under the belt.

The Task Force competition was in fact a cut-
throat knock-out competition which was played over a
week and fostered by 1 R.

he 2/4 RAR rugby side was selected from a series
of mler -company rugby games which in some cases
were a little vigorous, but of course played in the
true spirit of the game.

Four teams were entered in the intercompany rugby,
one from each rifle company and one from Support/
Admin combined. B Company were the winners of the
inter company competition, with Support/Admin in
second place, followed by C and A Company.

Some good mgby was played in this series, with all
players tryin; l‘:'lw plnyers that were really

the gunners 1l me by a nai rgin,
and of course eliminating the 2/4 RAR side. The gun-
ners were w' mmpelmon

Casey, Russell, L/Cpl Wlddcll lnd LICpI Kelly
North Queensland Army side that toured South

rugby is played. Well done to all members of the Bat-
talion that were in the North Queensland side.

1977 is a new season. The Battalion will win this
time provided the game is taken seriously in the fields
of training, playing, and attitude.

Let's take it seriously and take the shield, as it be-
longs in 2/4 RAR.

"JEEZ... MAYBE 1 AM T00 OLD FOR
THIS."




In out and about- those who came and
weat in 1976
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J. BEASLEY
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Inf Centre

LwC
HQ 3 TF

Pte J. L. LOWLES
Pie L. J. LYNCH

e R W. MANN
WO2 L. R MAIR
Pe  ]'W. MARSHALL
Sgt M. G. MARTIN
Pie T.P. MATHEW:
Pie M. E. MASTERS
Cpl  B.'A McNEILL
Lt J. A  McROBERTS
ot L McWILLIAM

J. McNAUG]
e 6 ML o
Pre  J.'J MENDAY
G G MIALKOWSKI
2t N.S.
e O S MORSE
Pte J.'R. MOONEY
Pe P. A MOXI
Pre P. MULLANE
Cpl J.'W. MURPHY
Pte  J. D. NEATE
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